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Hands, feet, ancestors and habitats. 
Perspectives on the emergence of Australopithecus. 
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The morphology of the most recent 

common ancestor of the Pan and Human 

lineages was traditionally assumed to be 

closer to the morphology of chimpanzees. 

This scenario implied an important 

transformation of the human lineage, 

including, among other adaptations, 

stiffening of the feet and greater dexterity 

of the hands.  

However, that paradigm of an extant-ape-

like is often contested, which requires a 

re-examination the morphological 

evidence in a new light.  We will explore 

that question through the morphology of 

the limbs and environmental 

reconstructions at the beginning of the 

genus Australopithecus. 
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